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Michigan Medicaid Mental Health Framework 

The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) is shifting to a more person-
centered approach to serving Medicaid enrollees with mental health needs. As part 
of MIHealthyLife, an initiative to strengthen the Comprehensive Health Care Program (CHCP) that 
began in 2022, MDHHS is partnering with Medicaid Health Plans (MHPs), including McLaren Health 
Plan, Prepaid Inpatient Health Plans (PIHPs), and providers to improve access to and coordination of 
mental health care statewide. 
 
Under the Mental Health Framework, an enrollee’s level of mental health need, as determined 
through a State-identified standardized assessment tool, will more clearly determine which payer—
the enrollee’s health plan or PIHP—is responsible for their mental health coverage and care.  
 
Also, MHPs will begin covering some additional mental health services for enrollees with lower 
levels of mental health need, so MHPs are accountable for more of these enrollees’ continuum of 
care.  
Beginning in October 2026: 

• MHPs will cover most mental health services for CHCP enrollees with lower levels of mental 
health need, and 

• PIHPs will cover all mental health services for CHCP enrollees with higher levels of mental 
health need 

 
Referrals for mental health care, including those across MHP and PIHP systems, will be standardized 
to facilitate enrollee access to care.  
 
What Does this Mean for Mental Health Providers? 

Beginning October 2025, all qualified mental health providers[1] participating in Michigan’s 
Medicaid program and contracted with an MHP and/or PIHP will need to incorporate into their 
practice: 

• Use of standardized tools for assessing the level of mental health need of CHCP 
enrollees seeking mental health. MDHHS’ designated assessment tools are:  

• Michigan Child and Adolescent Needs and Strengths (MichiCANS) Screener for 
children and youth (enrollees under age 21)  

• Level of Care Utilization System (LOCUS) for adults (enrollees aged 21 and older)  
 

Provider Network Update 
 September 2025 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fmdhhs%2Fmihealthylife&data=05%7C02%7CWalkerM24%40michigan.gov%7C1f382ce59aab48a3ab5808dddb844a4c%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C638908083411847968%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZSS8VRbbMNEvn8ik8mknALOOYyD85aJbOrMkK2LaPMQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fmdhhs%2Fkeep-mi-healthy%2Fmentalhealth%2Fspecialty-behavioral-health-services%3Futm_campaign%3D%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C02%7CWalkerM24%40michigan.gov%7C1f382ce59aab48a3ab5808dddb844a4c%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C638908083411862814%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=97ksWSGO8%2BZPwurCs3W1yZLkofS0xjj4FElktEJ3OUM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fmdhhs%2Fmihealthylife%2FEditorPage.aspx%3Fda%3Dcore%26id%3D%257B0DA3C707-EDC8-4405-86E4-E9F77E891AB0%257D%26ed%3DFIELD705004519%26vs%26la%3Den%26fld%3D%257B540ABC52-04F1-4F40-9698-3A8C97043DE5%257D%26so%3D%252Fsitecore%252Fsystem%252FSettings%252FHtml%2520Editor%2520Profiles%252FRich%2520Text%2520XA%26di%3D0%26hdl%3DH705004916%26mo%26pe%3D0%26fbd%3D1%23_ftn1&data=05%7C02%7CWalkerM24%40michigan.gov%7C1f382ce59aab48a3ab5808dddb844a4c%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C638908083411880778%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VwwltOul00z1XDEBDphnwCOgDpdV3o584jJ83RcsKuQ%3D&reserved=0
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MDHHS will provide more information and access to trainings on these tools in the coming 
months. This is only a requirement for CHCP enrollees (enrolled in a Medicaid Health Plan). 
Information regarding the assessment frequency requirement, billing, and instructions for 
accessing the tools will be included in an upcoming policy guide. 
 
• Adoption of a standardized referral process for mental health services, including use of a 

new referral platform accessible to mental health providers, primary care providers, 
Community Mental Health Services Programs (CMHSPs), MHPs and PIHPs. 
 

Beginning in October 2026, MHPs will begin covering additional mental health services—including 
inpatient psychiatric care, crisis residential services, partial hospitalization services, and targeted 
case management for enrollees with lower levels of mental health need. Providers of these 
services should prepare to contract with MHPs, as well as PIHPs, for coverage effective October 1, 
2026. In the coming months, MDHHS will provide more detailed guidance to facilitate these efforts. 
MDHHS encourages all mental health providers to send any questions or comments to: MDHHS-
MentalHlthFramework@michigan.gov. 
 
Training for Standardized Assessments 
Standardized assessment training will be free for providers and eligible for CME/CEU credit (details 
vary between each training). 

• LOCUS: The LOCUS Training will be an online, self-paced training. Once available, there will 
be a link provided on MDHHS’ webpage, and communications will be sent out from MDHHS. 

• MichiCANS: Please utilize these instructions to register for the MichiCANS training. Providers 
must complete the TCOM Training prior to taking the Overview Training. 
 

 MDHHS Webinars and Meetings: 
• Mental Health Framework 101 

o Recording: https://somdhhs.adobeconnect.com/pjm8km93ykdy/ 
o Presentation: MHF 101 

• MichiCANS Screener and LOCUS All Provider Draft Rate Meeting 
o Recording: https://somdhhs.adobeconnect.com/pfxrnsu70vyr/ 
o Presentation: Mental Health Framework SFY 2026 All Provider 8/6/25 

 
The feedback process related to the Mental Health Framework MichiCANS Screener and LOCUS All 
Provider Draft Rate Meeting is now closed. Feedback received earlier will be reviewed and 
considered. 

McLaren Health Plan thanks you for the quality care you deliver! 

mailto:MDHHS-MentalHlthFramework@michigan.gov
mailto:MDHHS-MentalHlthFramework@michigan.gov
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/-/media/Project/Websites/mdhhs/Assistance-Programs/Medicaid-BPHASA/Other-Prov-Specific-Page-Docs/Register-for-Michigan-Medicaid-Health-Plan-Provider-MichiCANS-Screener-onT-COMTraining-and-Courses.pdf?rev=55fbaefb39394803bd4eb5f6754a0f5d&hash=D5EE9E4CEEF82BB24ADEB3655FAD6C5B
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsomdhhs.adobeconnect.com%2Fpjm8km93ykdy%2F&data=05%7C02%7CWalkerM24%40michigan.gov%7C1f382ce59aab48a3ab5808dddb844a4c%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C638908083411895360%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=taySG%2BGqiQejLeEU%2FAk50fdHhQlqOzIYmcK7V1hobBI%3D&reserved=0
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/-/media/Project/Websites/mdhhs/Assistance-Programs/Medicaid-BPHASA/Other-Prov-Specific-Page-Docs/FINAL-MHF-101-Webinar-July-2025.pptx?rev=e3e74934a1764cde9a394c07a1ee37a2&hash=E55B429C7F1DE2565858904586AAE541
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsomdhhs.adobeconnect.com%2Fpfxrnsu70vyr%2F&data=05%7C02%7CWalkerM24%40michigan.gov%7C1f382ce59aab48a3ab5808dddb844a4c%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C638908083411909010%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2KCERts5yk8U2RdnqpqgUUcXe%2FJoD%2FTlcSCZExhWDJ0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fmdhhs%2F-%2Fmedia%2FProject%2FWebsites%2Fmdhhs%2FAssistance-Programs%2FMedicaid-BPHASA%2FOther-Prov-Specific-Page-Docs%2FMental-Health-Framework-SFY2026-Services-All-Provider-20250806-FINAL.pdf%3Frev%3Df4052c6cc63e4f89af719c833c7de8ce%26hash%3D396F9770294F238B2F5778A2B650E03C&data=05%7C02%7CWalkerM24%40michigan.gov%7C1f382ce59aab48a3ab5808dddb844a4c%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C638908083411922817%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mWf8HQzDYJPA6gentajU7L%2BXqCV7awa6FxqySA3K6%2BA%3D&reserved=0

